What is claimed is: 

1 . A compound represented by the formula: 

Ri Rb 
HOOC— C— Q— C— COOH 1 

R 2 R4 

Wherein Ri— R4 each independently represents an unsubstituted or substituted 
hydrocarbyl or heterocyclyl radical, 

Q represents a diradical consisting of a linear chain of 1 1 to 18 carbon atoms, 
one or more of which may be replaced by heteroatoms, said chain being 
optionally substituted by inert substituents and one or more of said carbon or 
heteroatom chain members optionally forming part of a ring structure, and 
wherein one or both of the carboxyl groups can be substituted by an in vitro 
hydrolyzable physiologically acceptable substituent; with the proviso that: 
compounds wherein Ri— R4 each represents CH3 and Q represents a linear 
chain of 14 carbons, are excluded; 

compounds wherein Q represents a linear chain of carbon atoms one of which 
is replaced by oxygen or sulfiir, are excluded. 

2. The compound of claim 1, wherein each of said R-i— R4 independently 
represents hydroxyl, methyl, ethyl, or methoxy. 



A compound represented by the formula: 



CH 3 CH 3 

I n 

HOOC— C— (CH 2 )n— C— COOH 
CH 3 CH 3 



wherein n is an integer from 11 to 13 or from 15 to 18, and their in vivo 
hydrolyzable physiologically acceptable derivatives. 

A compound according to claims 1-3 , wherein the hydrolyzable derivative is 
a pharmaceutically acceptable inorganic or organic cation, ester, amide or 
anhydride of a lower alkanoic acid or an internal ester, amide or anhydride of 
such acid. 

The compound of claim 1, wherein the compound is 
2,2,15,1 5-tetramethylhexadecanedioic acid. 

A pharmaceutical composition containing as active ingredient a compound 
claimed in any of the claims 1, 2, 3, ,4, and 5 and a pharmaceutically 
acceptable carrier. 

A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of obesity and/or 
hyperlipidemia and/or maturity onset diabetes which comprises as active 
ingredient an efficient quantity of a compound claimed in any of the claims 1, 
2, 3, ,4, and 5 and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

A pharmaceutical composition wherein the active ingredient is a compound 
represented by the formula: 



CH 3 CH 3 n 

HOOC— C— (CH 2 )n— C— COOH 
CH 3 CH 3 



wherein n = 14 and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 



A pharmaceutical composition according to claims 6—10 wherein the amount 
the active ingredient per unit dosage is from 50 to 500 mg. 

A method for treating obesity and/or hyperlipidemia and/or maturity onset 
diabetes in a patient comprising administering a pharmaceutical composition 
according to claims 6-8 to the patient. 

A method according to claim 10, wherein said pharmaceutical composition is 
administered to the patient orally, parenterally or topically. 



